
was to survive stress you 

needed to understand the six 

Rs of stress management: rec-

ognize, reduce, respond, relax, 

reach out and resources. With 

ample doses of experience and 

humour, Friesen lead the auc-

tioneers and their families 

through the paths to stress re-

lief. Friesen describes himself 

as a recovering alcoholic and 

a recovering farmer. 

Friesen said it’s important to 

recognize stress for what it is: 

a normal reaction to situations 

that are perceived to be chal-

lenges or threats. “Stress is 

our reaction to events; it’s not 

the events themselves that 

 

The Manitoba Auctioneers 

Association held its annual 

convention this past week-

end in Neepawa.  

Auctioneer and appraiser 

John Mackenzie from On-

tario was one of the guest 

speakers. “Auction volume 

is going down in many 

places. Cities are selling as-

sets by internet or at a much 

reduced auction rate. There 

are not as many bankruptcy 

auctions as there used to 

be,” said Mackenzie. 

The good news for auction-

eers in Manitoba is that 

there are still a large number 

of auctions and auctioneers 

are branching out into ap-

praisal work and online auc-

tions. 

While online auctions and 

appraisal work aren’t nearly 

as much fun as a live auction, 

the amount of goods being 

sold is actually climbing and 

auctioneers, like everyone 

else, are having to adapt. Ap-

praisal work comes from es-

tate evaluations, divorce set-

tlements, business ownership 

transfers and appraisals for 

financial institutions. 

The second speaker, Gerry 

Friesen, a former hog farmer 

who used to farm at 

Wawanesa, spoke on stress 

and life after farming. 

Friesen’s forthrightness and 

humour would apply to any 

crowd and his basic message 
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 Hello everyone. I hope that by the time you are reading this news letter Mother Nature has finally so-

bered up. What a long cold winter. And today while I sit typing this article it is April 12th and it is like 

a blizzard outside my office window. Anyways on to a more positive note, I would like to thank our 

members for allowing me to sit as your president for the second time. It is an honor and I hope that I 

can serve you all well. I would also like to put out a big thank you to Don Lennon our now past presi-

dent for all his time and service over the past two years.  Also we need to acknowledge all the board 

members past and present for their commitment to The MAA. I am a huge believer that we must have 

a united voice in our industry and our association gives us that. It became apparent to all of us that at-

tended our annual convention last February that we are a small group and appear to be losing numbers 

( in attendance at least). I would like to ask each one of you to try to get another member of our pro-

fession involved in our association this year. It doesn’t have to be an auctioneer! We all could not do 

what we do without the support of our spouses and staff. Let’s make this an association that teaches 

and supports “THE AUCTION” industry not just us auctioneers. Your staff can benefit from member-

ship and our association will benefit from their involvement and numbers. A wise old man once told 

me “UNITED WE STAND - DIVIDED WE FALL” this pretty much says why we need to keep our 

membership numbers up and our association strong. Oh and by the way, it wasn’t Morris that once 

told me that quoteJ. I look forward to the next two years as your president and hope that we (your 

board) can lead you with a strong voice! I hope this message finds you and your families well and we 

will talk to you soon. Have a SAFE and PROFESSIONAL auction season.  GOING ONCE – GOING 

TWICE!!!!!!! 

Scott Campbell 

President MAA 

Message from Scott Campbell — MAA President 

mailto:millerauctions2000@yahoo.com
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cause stress. Stress is our response to our perception. We do not see things as they are; we see 

them as we are. We have a lot of misfortunes in life that never happened.” Friesen empha-

sized on that last point that people worry about a lot of things that don’t ever come to pass. 

Both messages were well received by the auction association. In casual conversation, the 

members confirmed that, yes, the auction business is changing and that there are huge 

stresses. One experienced auctioneer said privately, with the size and cost of machinery to-

day, “There isn’t a person in this room who could survive a bad cheque for a major piece of 

equipment.”  

With combines and tractors trading in the tens of thousands of dollars and often in the hun-

dreds of thousands, times have indeed changed down on the farm. 

The auctioneers did a bit of stress relief later in the day with a great supper and then of 

course, an auction. Sixty donated items from across Manitoba were auctioned off to a crowd 

of buyers. From toy tractors to advertising packages to gift baskets, the items were briskly 

bought up by a crowd of about 70, mostly local buyers. The funds raised will be split be-

tween the Neepawa Palliative Care Fund and the Yellowhead Centre. 

Continued from cover page 
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Here we go again,spring has arrived well its getting there.The auction guide has 

130 auctions for Manitoba listed.The auction method of selling all goods is alive 

and well in Manitoba.There was some concern that auction values would be down 

this spring but commodity prices are on the rise again, cattle are seeing prices we 

haven’t seen for a long time, the hog industry is back on track to being profitable 

and interest rates are very affordable. The stars are all in the right place, the rest is 

up to us to do the best job of selling that we can. 

     I heard there was some great prices at a couple of recent land auctions in Mani-

toba. People are slowly getting the picture that selling land by the auction method 

is the only real way to find out how much your land is really worth. 

  Have a great year and please remember to settle up in the office BEFORE YOU 

TAKE YOUR MERCHANDISE HOME and THANKS FOR COMING TO THE 

AUCTION 

 

All the best Morris &Mary Olafson 

MAA Website Status 
 
We are currently working with Global Auction Guide on a new website for 
the MAA. The new site  will allow data from Global Auction Guide to auto-
matically load your sales to the MAA site so that you will not have to con-
tinue to re-renter your sale listings as your currently do  on the MAA/
AuctionZip.com site. It is near completion and should be switched over 
sometime in the next few days, possibly before this letter reaches you. The 
changeover should be  quite simple and you may notice very little change, 
other than the look of the site.  
 
It’s our goal to  move all  the data over so you won’t need to do anything 
during the changeover. 
 
Please watch for the change and contact either Nicole or Dwayne at 
Global Auction Guide if you have any questions or if you experience any 
issues with the new site. 
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Top Bid ® 
 

Auction Management 
Software 

 
Canada’s Most Popular 

Auction Program 
In use by more than 200 
Canadian Auctioneers 

 
For More Information 

contact  
Bruce County Software 

Toll Free 1-888-454-5299 or 
visit our website 
www.topbid.ca 

 

 

   

 

The 4th Annual Auctioneers 
Competition was held at Al-
berta Auctioneers Association 
AGM in Red Deer this past 
February. This year the com-
petition had 20 contestants 
from BC, Alberta and Sas-
katchewan.  The first place 
hardware and a cheque for 
$2000 went to Brennin Jack of 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.  
Brennin sells for Heartland 
Livestock and came in 7th 
place at the NAA competition 
this past summer. The first 
runner up was Cody Hayes of 
Strathmore, AB and third 
place hardware went to 
Fredrick Bodnarus of Saska-
toon, SK. 

  Congratulations to all win-
ners and contestants.  Next 
competition will be held in Ed-
monton, Alberta, January 
2015.  Everyone is welcome. 

Submitted by Ron Victor, 

Century Services 

ALL AROUND AUCTIONEER COMPETITION 

WRAP UP 

 

·Antiques ·Trucks & RV ·Construction 
Equipment 

 ·Farm and Equipment 
·Estate ·Land/Realty ·Livestock ·Shop/

Tools 



 
Hospitality Room 
 
Speakers and Education 
 
AGM & Elections 
 
Supplier Exhibits 
 
Banquet & Auction Fundraiser 
 
Member Registration $100 
Guests   $50 
Dinner Only  $50 
Children may attend free of charge 
 
 
If you are interested in sponsoring any of the fol- lowing please contact  

Nicole Smallwood 1-888-394-9824 nmssmall@gmail.com 
Coffee Breaks * Lunch * Banquet *  Fun Auction *  Kid’s Auction 

 
Book rooms by calling 1-888-332-2632 

$115 Single or Double Occupancy 
 

PLEASE NOTE date change for the 2015. The convention will take place 
the last week of February so we don’t conflict with  
Saskatchewan and Alberta.  

 

February 27 & 28, 2015 

 

  

 

Februar y 27 & 28,  2015  

CanadInn 

Por tage la Prairie  

NOTE 

DATE 

CHANGE 


