
munication, conflict resolution, and 

stress management. A combination 

of his own life experiences, train-

ing in conflict resolution and the 

intensive counseling training for 

the Farm Line work provide him 

the tools to help others who are 

struggling. He calls himself a re-

covering farmer. To learn more 

about Gerry visit his web site at 

www.signaturemediation.ca. 

 

Gerry’s presentation is entitled 

―Pigs, Politics and Diet Coke - 

Experience is what you get when 

you don’t get what you want.‖ We 

live in a fast paced world where 

things are always changing. It is 

tough to get what you want. It is 

tough to keep up. At times it is 

simply a matter of survival. 

Through personal stories, humour 

and research find out how you can 

bring a sense of sanity to the crazy 

world we live in. 

 

Full agenda on back outside 

cover—Registration form is on 

page 6. 

 

The 2104 Convention will take 

place on February 1, 2014, in 

Neepawa at the Yellowhead 

Centre. Below you will find in-

formation about the two present-

ers we have coming, along with a 

summary of what they will be 

presenting. 

 

John McKenzie, CAI, CPPA 
 

John is the President of 

McKenzie`s Associated Auction-

eers Inc, one of Ontario`s leading 

commercial and industrial auc-

tion companies, and operator of 

Ontario`s largest weekly retail 

automobile auction. In addition, 

John is Vice President of the Ca-

nadian Personal Property Ap-

praisers Group and a member of 

the Auctioneers Association of 

Ontario.  

John`s presentation is entitled 

―The Evolution of the Personal 

Property Appraisal Industry In 

Canada ― 

 

 

Gerry Friesen 
 

Gerry grew up on a farm and in 

1983 took over the family farm. 

He operated the farm until 2007 

when other interests demanded 

more and more of his time. From 

1990 to 2005 Gerry was heavily 

involved in agricultural ―politics‖ 

serving on the boards of Manitoba 

Pork Est., Manitoba Pork Market-

ing, Canadian Pork Council, and 

Keystone Agricultural Producers. 

This involvement gave him an op-

portunity to experience agriculture 

around the world. Since 2000 

Gerry has dealt with innumerable 

farm families throughout the prov-

ince as they seek to deal with fi-

nancial issues. In 2007 he got in-

volved with the Manitoba Farm 

and Rural Support Services. Aside 

from his private practice Gerry 

provides mediation services to the 

Manitoba Farm Mediation Board, 

Farm Debt Mediation Services, 

and Manitoba Public Insurance. He 

facilitates workshops on a variety 

of topics including effective com-
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 Hello Everyone, 

 

It has been another very busy year for us @ Prairie Lane Auctions & for many of you I’m sure. We 

have had great attendance at the auctions & appreciate the support of people in the surrounding com-

munities. We were fortunate to have the help of many other Auctioneers & to work at their auctions as 

well (Hudson, Miller, Hyndman& 

Fraser Auctions). A special thanks 

to our dedicated staff who help us 

pull off the big ones.  Once again 

this year, we received many re-

quests  to help with Fundraiser 

Auctions. We met so many great 

people & enjoyed being part of a 

good cause in our community. 

Yvette & I are going to Hawaii on 

Christmas day. Our son will meet 

us there for a friend’s wedding in 

January. We are looking forward to 

some R&R in the warm tropical 

temps.  It will be a different Christ-

mas for sure – but we’re ready for 

the adventure. 

Message from Don Lennon—MAA President 

mailto:khudson@mts.net
mailto:millerauctions2000@yahoo.com
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This year for my 65th Birthday, we 

had a party @ our place in June. 

There were 6 Auctioneers in atten-

dance (Timer Hyndman, Stuart 

Miller, Frank Aarts, Kevin Isaac, 

Bill Bawtinhimer& myself). We 

asked our guests to bring an item 

for a Fundraiser Auction instead 

of gifts. I was really impressed 

with the variety of items & even 

got carried away when bidding on 

a Saskatoon pie - it was worth 

every bit of the $65 I ended up 

paying. We had a great time well 

into the evening & raised 

$1000.00 for the Helping Hands 

Food Bank. 

 

An update for all of you on Little Christian Cyrenne. You may recall early this year, the MAA do-

nated money to his family while Christian received treatment for cancer in Winnipeg. His parents re-

cently sent us an update & the news is all good. He just turned 3 yrs old & he is doing all the explor-

ing & learning that children his age do. He still makes visits to Winnipeg every 8-9 wks, but all his 

blood results are very good. His parents wanted to thank the MAA once again for the financial support 

given during a challenging time for their family. 

 

The MAA also donated money to the Murray House – a residence for people from the rural receiving 

treatment at the Cancer Care Centre in 

Brandon. The BRHC Foundation was 

very grateful for our donation. Murray 

House will be open soon & will provide 

a Home Away From Home for many 

during a difficult time. 

 

It has been a pleasure working with 

Nicole these past 2 years. She is has 

been very helpful & I can say for sure 

that she is the glue of our organization. 

Thanks so much Nicole 

 

Yvette & I wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas & a Prosperous 2014. 
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Hello to all of You. I heard the Roughriders won the Cup, the Grey one that is. So all is well in western Can-

ada. Actually I’m not enough of a football fan to make ruckus either way,  but we do have relatives in Sas-

katchewan and in Manitoba both being extremely green. 

   We have enjoyed the reaping  of a US Drought, and therefore some fantastic grain prices and of course we 

all felt that at the farm equipment auctions. 

       A year 2013 may  be one we will look back on with much fondness, we have enjoyed  the benefits of our 

auctioneer  competitors coming to give us a hand at our large annual August long weekend consignment auc-

tion. Every year the morning of Gilbert Gauthier always tells me to bring in a Ferris wheel and the country fair 

would be complete , 

  Our Fall was slower like it always is. We do much work in the area where the  most special crops in the 

province are grown and harvest takes till freeze up or later to complete. Today November 24 all of my 

neighbors have finished the corn harvest, the larger growers  but only by a week. 

    Oct 2 -15  th  Karen and I our 

Pastor Randy and Cindy Smart had 

the opportunity to go to Africa to 

visit and  attend  a church building 

dedication  approx 1 hour east of 

Nairobi Kenya - this is eastern Af-

rica. Very Dry at the time we were 

there, with rainy season anticipated 

by 15 to 20 th of October. The rains 

did start during this time and natives 

are hoping  for rain to continue for 

next 90 days. 

 Interesting  Church service 

we attended the morning of the 

dedication. Two  ushers  carried a 

small kitchen table  to the front  

with 3 offering baskets on it. The 

chair person announced what each 

basket represented: love offering, 

tithe and I forgot the 3 rd one. A 

song was started and as the congre-

gation sang, people would come 

forward and put their money in the 

basket  they choose.   Well I saw  a 

lady bring two fruit apparently they 

were Papaya, and  I wondered  

where  does that go?  Once all peo-

ple  had finished donating  a man 

got up came to the front and picked 

up Papaya and began to auction it 

sold. Although I could not under 

stand Swahilli, he took the sold fruit 

to the high bid lady,  took her cash,  

Submitted by Bill Klassen 
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A Division of Globe Auctions .com 
List Your Upcoming Auctions With Us!! 

 
Antiques, Autos & RV, Charity, 

Construction Equipment, Farm & 
Equipment. Estate, Household, Land/

Realty, Livestock 
 

Our Listings are Categorized 
Auction Viewers Like This!! 

 

Auction Sales Advertising Inc. 
3-1115 Grossvenor Avenue 

Saskatoon, SK S7H 4G2 
phone 306-373-2236 

Fax 306-373-4244 
www.auctionsales.ca 

sales@auctionsales.ca 
 

Top Bid ® 
 

Auction Management 
Software 

 
Canada’s Most Popular 

Auction Program 
In use by more than 200 
Canadian Auctioneers 

 
For More Information 

contact  
Bruce County Software 

Toll Free 1-888-454-5299 or 
visit our website 
www.topbid.ca 

 

and dropped it in the offering basket and then proceeded to sell the 2nd Papaya, which another lady  bought. 

 Now had I known  what was going on I could have done that and expensed  our complete trip. 

 Elijah and Grace our  native Kenya  Host whom we have known and supported  for some 24 years told us 

sometimes a chicken or 2, or even a goat will sometimes show up at the offering. 

          Very poor people in dollars and cents, but ever so friendly and  appreciative. Many people have a garden  

and sell the vegetables and fruits almost year round. You always eat what is in season. 

 From there we went back to Nairobi  where we met our neighbor  girl Chastity who is a missionary in Uganda 

with  her husband  Nixon. With them we went on Sa-

fari  just south of Nairobi. After two days they flew 

home and we flew to Darussalam, Tanzania, where 

Brent and Amber  a young couple from our area are 

Missionaries in the deep African Jungle. When  Amber 

was a young Girl she was a student  in Karen’s Sunday 

school class. 

Today these people tell the people of Africa that Jesus 

Christ came to earth  and did die for our sins and rose 

on the 3 rd day as he said he would, and believing  in 

him will bring eternal  life  to our soul beginning. Now,  

it does not get any better than this. Looking forward to 

see ya all in Neepawa.  

Happy New year, Bill Klassen.  Proud member of 

MAA. 
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MAA Annual General Meeting and Convention     Registration 

February 1, 2013 

Neepawa, Manitoba 

 

Name  

 

Phone       Email   

 

Mailing Address  

 

 

 

Business Name  

 

Would you be willing to hold a position on the Board of Directors  Y N 

 

If yes, indicate your preference 

 

Fees include coffee breaks, lunch and banquet, and all programs. 

Please also provide an item(s) to contribute to the fundraising auction. 

 

1st Attendee   1x$100    $100 

 

Guests $50 each         x$50 

 

Children—No Charge        

 

       

       TOTAL  

 

Please provide the names & age of children, and names of guests: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make cheques payable to Manitoba Auctioneers Association 

Mail completed form to: 

MAA, Box 4330, Stonewall, MB R0C2Z0 
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A lot of great things have happened in the last year. Our middle son David got married to the nieghbour girl 

Linsey in July. Outdoor wedding and a great day. Birthday party for me in August, I can get the early Canada 

Pension—hey regular cheques. And our daughter Heather was blessed with  a set of twins in October: Seth 

and Callie. That makes for 7 grandchildren. What more can a person wish for? 

    

Fall seems to be the time for benefit auctions or local fundraisers for all kinds of worthy causes. The Manitou 

area had a supper with 210 people, completely donated supper and a great many donated articles for auction, 

both live and silent. 25 pies and other great deserts  were in the silent auction with the lowest bid of $80.00 all 

the way up to $300.00 per desert. All articles that were live auctioned got a minimum of 1 1/2 of face value 

with many articles bringing in double face value. The highlight of the evening was a right to throw a pie in the 

face of 5 local men .We auctioned off the 5 pies and the pleasure of smushing the cream pies in the 

face .When the auctioning ended we raised $5200.00 from the pie in the face alone, with  a grand total for the 

night of over $52,000.00. Really is great to see a community come together and really give from the heart. 

 

  The next week was the Miami foun-

dation annual supper. At this event we 

always sell a horse race. We sell eleven 

horses by auction. This is always a 

popular event with tables of people 

joining together to buy a horse. We 

give a stick horse to a representative of 

each horse buyer and line them up at 

one end of the hall and the race is on. 

Someone walks through the hall with a 

set of dice and whatever number comes 

up on the dice the # of the horse moves 

up. We get a lot of cheering and booing 

as the race progresses. This is just a 

great way to get the crowd in a good 

mood for the rest of the night. This is a 

great way to raise 2 or 3 thousand dol-

lars in a very short time. The winners 

get half of the money split 3 ways but 

most of the time they donate it right 

back so you usually double your 

money. 
 

  From Morris and Mary, Merry Christ-

mas and all the best in the New Year. 

Will see you at convention in 

Neepawa. We have some great speak-

ers coming in and of course a great 

time to visit with all our auction 

friends.  

 

Morris Olafson, MAA Director  

Submitted by Morris Olafson 



 
All meetings, meals and auction will be held at the Yellowhead Centre. 
 
Hospitality Room 
 
Speakers and Education—see front page for bios and topics 
 
AGM & Elections 
 
Supplier Exhibits 
 
Banquet & Auction Fundraiser 
 
Member Registration $100 
Guests   $50 
Dinner Only  $50 
Children may attend free of charge 
 
 

If you are interested in sponsoring any of the following please contact  
Nicole Smallwood 1-888-394-9824 nmssmall@gmail.com 

Coffee Breaks * Lunch * Banquet *  Fun Auction *  Kid’s Auction 
 
 

Rooms are available at the Westway Inn Motel 
 
1-800-448-0994—westway@mts.net 
$84 Single $93 Double 
Room rates include continental breakfast 

 

  

 

Februar y 1,  2014 

Neepawa 
Yellowhead Centre 


